
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 29-
30, 2017 – Reflection 

 

Story: A man was exploring the dark recesses of his home’s cellar, 

when all at once, he came upon what seemed to be an antique oil lamp. 

As he rubbed the side of the lamp to clear away the dust, suddenly, 

POOF, a puff of smoke, and then he could scarce believe his eyes as 

now before him stood a genie. The genie said, “Sahib, you have released 

me from my bottle prison and, in gratitude, I am obliged to grant you 

three wishes. 

The man wished for wealth and, POOF, $10,000,000 was directly 

deposited into his bank account! 

The man wished for status and importance. Just then, the phone rang. 

It was the White House, the President himself asking if he’d be the 

new Secretary of State!! 

The man thought and thought about what to ask for with his third wish. 

Finally, he said, “I want to be perfectly attractive and totally 

irresistible to my beautiful young wife.” Suddenly, POOF, he was 

turned into a box of chocolates!!! 

 

If you were granted one wish by some exotic genie, what would you ask 

for? What treasure would make you happy? 

Some might ask for enough money so they’d never hafta work another 

day in their lives. 



Some might ask for a beautiful island beach house surrounded by 

glimmering aquamarine waters, white sand, and palm trees swaying  in 

the gentle tropical breezes. 

Some might ask for health and long life for themselves and for their 

loved ones. 

Some might wish for athletic skill or intellectual acuity or beauty or 

fame or for someone to love. 

Yet even if all these wishes were granted, there is no guarantee that 

such abundance, such a windfall would bring lasting happiness: riches 

bring worry; beauty can’t ensure depth; skill begets restlessness and 

endless competition; fame is fleeting; no worries, no cares, no challenge 

only leads to boredom and stagnation. 

What WOULD make you happy? 

Jesus has an answer. It’s not what the world would say. It’s not what a 

mogul of industry would claw for. It’s not what the powerful fight wars 

over. It’s not what producers spend millions to film. It isn’t stardust. 

It doesn’t have that “IT” quality. 

What WOULD make you happy? 

Jesus has an answer and it’s pure gold … but no bank would ever accept 

it. 

What WOULD make you happy? 

Jesus holds up the Gold Standard, gives a Golden Rule: “Do unto others 

as you would have them do unto you.”  



Why is it that the happiest people I have ever met spend most of their 

time caring about somebody else; helping somebody up; taking 

somebody’s burden and carrying it aways; running somebody’s errand; 

holding somebody’s hand; hugging somebody close?  

Why do people like that seem so happy? 

It’s because they’re not full of themselves. They’re just full of life and 

rich beyond imagining because they’ve found the treasure of a heart of 

pure gold! And, if you’ve found that, you’ve found God, and if you’ve 

found Him, how could you be anything but happy?!! 

 


